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REFO RM COMING FOR MALIGNED MATH PROGRAMS - Math programs nationwide
took another hit last week when the Third International Science and Mathematics Study reported
that U.S. students lag in math. While that’s true, University of Montana—Missoula math
Professor Johnny Lott acknowledged, he and UM math Professor Rick Billstein think their
programs, which reform math curricula and teaching for grades six through 12, "might be part of
the solution." Lott’s Systemic Initiative for Montana Math and Science (SIMMS) is being piloted
in 120 of Montana’s 170 high schools and will be finished and available in 1998. Billstein’s Six
Through Eight Mathematics (STEM), already piloted all over the country, also will be available in
1998. Montana is possibly one of only two states with two major reform programs going, Lott
said. And, he added, "W e’re one of the few places trying to change what teachers teach, how
they teach and the technology they use to teach." For more information about Montana’s math
reforms, call Lott at (406) 243-6142 or Billstein at (406) 243-2603.
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